Toxicity comparisons between two chemotherapy regimens as adjuvant or salvage treatment in nonseminomatous testicular cancer.
The Testicular Cancer Intergroup Study was initiated to evaluate the efficacy of adjuvant chemotherapy in Stage II and salvage therapy in Stage I nonseminomatous testicular carcinoma. Chemotherapy regimens of cisplatin, vinblastine, and bleomycin (PVB) or the same drugs plus cyclophosphamide and dactinomycin (VAB) were used at institution or cooperative group preference. A comparison of the toxicities of these two regimens shows that VAB caused significantly more mucosal, dermatologic, and otologic toxicity than PVB, and PVB caused more leucopenia. Both regimens were equally effective in controlling cancer. Either regimen could be used as chemotherapy in testicular cancer, and the decision about which one to use could be based on their differences in toxicity and degree of patient convenience.